March 8, 2011

The Honorable Tom Harkin

Chairman, Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C.

Dear Chairman Harkin;:

The undersigned health professionals sincerely thank you for your decades of support and efforts
to strengthen the public health infrastructure and health workforce of this nation. Your
outstanding dedication and support was, once again, expressed through your leadership role in
inserting specific public health oriented sections into the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA) (Public Law 111-148). Your action reaffirmed the fact that one of our country's
least known but most important human health resources, the U.S. Public Health Service (PHS)
Commissioned Corps, is an integral component in the array of necessary resources to improve
the health and well-being of our people.

As retired senior career officers who rose to the rank of Assistant Surgeon General/Rear
Admiral, we have first-hand experience with past successes and the strategic future potential of
the PHS Commissioned Corps as well as the operational challenges the Corps faces. Thus we
are compelled to write to express our serious concerns regarding the lack of implementation of
the most important Corps-related section of the PPACA — Section 5315 which authorizes the
Public Health Science Track.

As you well know, the Act contained three provisions relating to the PHS Commissioned Corps:
The first eliminated the numerical cap on the size of the Regular Corps and transitioned all
reserve officers on active duty into the Regular Corps (Sec 5209); the second authorized a PHS
Commissioned Corps Ready Reserve component (Sec 5210). Section 5315 established a Public
Health Science Track (PHST) providing for 850 annual scholarships for students of certain
health sciences who commit to service as PHS officers. This section is critical, not only for
recruitment of much needed health professionals to the Corps; but most importantly to
significantly augment the ability of the Corps to promote, protect, and advance the health and
safety of the nation.

The PPACA stipulates that the business of the Public Health Science Track is to be conducted by
the Surgeon General and directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to “transfer from
the Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund such sums as may be necessary” to
establish the Track (Sec. 274). The language in the PPACA is explicit and clear yet the
Department of Health and Human Services has thus far declined to transfer “such sums as may
be necessary.”

The reasons for the Department’s refusal to abide by the law are unknown to us; but what we do
know for certain is that the Department’s apparent reluctance to implement the Public Health
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Science Track places the nation’s ability to care for the public health needs of our citizens at
increasing and unnecessary risk. The physicians, nurses, pharmacists, and other health
professionals provided for by the Track as PHS officers will ensure that our nation will have a
core group of public health leaders specifically dedicated and trained to confront national unmet
clinical and public health care needs so vital to our nation's public health and global security.

We are concerned that the infrastructure for public health and the protection and promotion of
our nation's health and well-being are being eroded by this lack of action. We believe these
matters require public and transparent discussion and urgent action. We understand the current
decisions before Congress regarding the national budget are of utmost importance. We also
believe it is important that the Administration abide by the direction of Congress as found in
statute. Accordingly, we respectfully request an inquiry into this matter with the goal of
providing the funding necessary to begin implementation of the Public Health Science Track this

year.
Sincerely yours,

John Babb, RPh, M.P.A.
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Leonard Bachman, MD
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Richard F. Barror, PhD, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Richard J. Bertin, PhD, RPh
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Thomas F. Carrato, MSW, LMSW, MSA,
CPA
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

J. Jarrett Clinton, MD, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Robert J. Collins, DMD, MPH, FACD
RADM, USPHS (Ret.)

Stephen B. Corbin, DDS, MPH, FACD
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Mary Pat Couig, MPH, RN, FAAN
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Suzanne Dahlman, RN, BSN, MS
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Michael Davidson, DDS
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Joe H. Davis, MD, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

James H. Eagen, P.E., BSCE, MSCE
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Anna Fischer, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Charles W. Grim, DDS, MHSA
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Marlene Haffner, MD, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Bryan Hardin, PhD, ATS
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Gary J. Hartz, P.E., BCEE
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Alan R. Hinman, MD, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Van S. Hubbard, M.D., Ph.D., FAAP
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)



James M. Hughes, MD, FACP, FIDSA
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Douglas B. Kamerow, MD, MPH, FAAFP,
FACPM
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Woodie Kessel, MD, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Richard A. Lemen, PhD, MSPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Samuel Lin, MD, PhD, MBA, MPA, MS
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Preston A. Littleton, Jr., DDS, MS, PhD
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

William Maas, MD
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Jerrold M. Michael ScD, DrPH, DEE
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Fitzhugh Mullan, MD
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Gary R. Noble, MA (Oxon), MD, MPH,
FACPM, FIDSA, FACE
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Thomas E. Novotny, MD MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Walter A. Orenstein, MD
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Julia R. Plotnick, RN, BSN, PNP, MPH,
FAAN
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Darrel A. Regier, MD, MPH, LDFAPA
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Carol A. Romano, PhD, RN, FAAN
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Mark L. Rosenberg, MD, MPP
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

David Rutstein, MD, MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

John Todd, MS, MPH, Dr.PH, DAAS
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

W.C. Vanderwagen, MD
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Richard S. Walling, BSPharm, MHA
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Robert A. Whitney, DVM, ACLAM
RADM, USPHS (Ret.)

Robert Williams, P.E., DEE
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)

Webster Young, Jr., MPH
Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.)



